
Tracking Kick Drums with your R-121 or R-122
A ribbon mic on a kick drum? Sounds crazy,

but we recommend trying it - we're hearing
some great results lately. You can hear samples
at www.royerlabs.com/democd, under Drums
- Isolated. To hear the bottom end, listen on a
real system! Here are two positions that work 
well:
1)     For a fat, deep, isolated kick drum, put an

R-121 or R-122 10 to 14 inches from
the outside head angled forward at
45 degrees (see Mic A - note the cap
of the mic is no closer than 10 inch-
es from the head).  This close distance would stretch the ribbon if the
mic were vertical, but angling the mic at 45 degrees protects the ribbon
from the kick’s high SPL’s. Try blending this mic with an RE-20 or 
similar mic placed inside the kick drum near the beater. 

2)    For a natural sounding kick drum with some kit bleed, position an
R-121 or R-122  18 to 24 inches from the kick drum, standing straight 
up (see mic B). 

In either position, a little compression may be all you need to get a
great kick drum sound. Just be sure to avoid air blasts from the 
hole in the front head.

R-122 Press Awards

The R-122 has picked up a few press awards
since its introduction; the EQ Blue Ribbon
Award, Electronic Musicians Editors Choice
Award, Pro Audio Reviews Excellence
Award, and most recently the Berliner
“Maker Of The Microphone” Award. The 
R-122 was also nominated for a 2002 Tech
Award.  David Royer was presented with the
Berliner Award at a recent Sapphire Group
meeting. 

R-122 and friends
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Santana - “Shaman"

Engineer -Jim Gaines,
Eddie Kramer, etc.
Producer -Walter
Afanasieff, Clive Davis,
etc.
Electric Guitar - R-121

Wayne Shoter -
“Footprints Live”

Engineer, Mixing - Rob
Griffin
Live Saxophone - R-121
Live Grand Piano -SF-12

Eager to put my pair of review R-122's to work, I jumped
right in recording electric guitars with rockers Relient K.
The top end was nice and smooth, capturing all of the gui-
tar's brightness and shimmer without ever sounding edgy or
brittle, the mids were punchy, and the bottom was extreme-
ly full and defined.

The microphone performed equally well with drums and
percussion. A pair of R-122's worked fantastic as drum
overheads and room mics. The mics did an incredible job

capturing the sound of shaker, tri-
angle and tambourine.

I had great results using the
microphone to record acoustic
guitar.  For the first time ever with
a ribbon, I beautifully captured
the sound of a finger-picked
Duncan guitar. While tracking
acoustic guitar with Undershade's 
Jason Cole, I used the R-122 in
conjunction with the Sony C-
800G and had fantastic results.

The guitar sounded full and rich with a wonderful per-
cussive sparkle.

As I anticipated, the microphones worked extremely
well to capture the sound of violin, viola and cello.

The Royer R-122 is the new standard to which all rib-
bon microphone must be compared. Its high output
makes the mic usable with the quietest of sound sources,
the "Z-match" feature perfectly matches the impedance
to the ribbon so the ribbon always provides optimal per-
formance and in the tradition of the R-121, the 122 will
take tons of gain, allowing the mic to be used with even
the loudest of electric guitar amps.

Plus - great sound - ram tough - great warrantee

Minus - none

The Score - The R-122 is a mic lovers dream come true.
If you do not own a ribbon mic yet, this is the one to buy
and if you already have one or more, this will be a great
complement to your collection.

Seen In Print

On The Web

Every Royer mic is hand
built over a 6 week period.
See them being made at
royerlabs.com/news.html#
tours

Royers On The
Charts

Recording Tips

Pro Audio Review - January 2003 - R-122 Review by Russ Long

Mic A audio sample: www.royerlabs.com/audio/democd_track8g.mp3
Mic B audio sample: www.royerlabs.com/audio/democd_track8h.mp3

Microphone Corner

LA engineer Les Camacho with Robin
DiMaggios kit. Angled R-121 on kick,
with a condenser mic inside the kick. Oliver Berliner presents Dave Royer with the

Berliner Award


